State of Alberta Bill of Rights.
Preamble
We, the People of Alberta, solemnly reassert our unalienable belief in life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We cherish the blessings of freedom entrusted to us by our forebears and are mindful of our duty to preserve these blessings for future generations. We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all persons are created equal, endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights. We honor the sacred responsibilities of citizenship – justice, compassion, and mutual respect – and dedicate ourselves to maintaining a society of prosperity, liberty, and enduring moral purpose.
In recognition of our admission into the Union of the United States and under the guidance of Divine Providence, we do hereby ordain and establish this Constitution for the State of Alberta. United as one Nation under God, we pledge to form a more perfect Union, to secure the blessings of ordered liberty for ourselves and our posterity, and to preserve a republican form of government for the benefit of the people and all mankind. We solemnly declare that the principles set forth in this Preamble are the foundational law of this State, binding on every citizen and public official. In God We Trust. This Preamble is inviolate and beyond amendment.
Article I – Declaration of Rights
Section 1 – Freedom and Sovereignty of the State. Alberta is a free and sovereign State, subject only to the Constitution and laws of the United States of America. Alberta is admitted to the Union on an equal footing with the original States and is entitled to all rights, privileges, and immunities of state sovereignty. The people of Alberta reserve to themselves all powers of local self-government, not expressly delegated to the federal government. Any action by any person or authority purporting to abridge these reserved rights without the consent of the People is void ab initio. The perpetuity of the Union depends upon the preservation of the rights of self-government of every State; accordingly, nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to authorize any diminution of the State’s rightful powers under the United States Constitution.
Section 2 – Right to Keep and Bear Arms. A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. The State, and any political subdivision thereof, shall not enact any law or regulation that deprives any individual of this right, subject only to narrowly tailored provisions for public safety. Any law that attempts to prohibit or unduly burden the keeping and bearing of arms shall be null and void. This right is fundamental to securing all other rights in this Constitution, and it shall never be construed otherwise.
Section 3 – Popular Sovereignty. All political power is inherent in the People. Government is instituted for their benefit, and its just powers are derived from their consent. The People of Alberta affirm their inalienable right to alter, reform, or abolish their government and to institute new government as the public welfare may require. No representative or public servant may exercise any authority beyond that conferred by this Constitution and the law. All actions of government not clearly and lawfully authorized by the People’s representatives are ultra vires and void.
Section 4 – Equal Rights. All persons are by nature equally free and independent and have certain inalienable rights. No law shall discriminate among persons or groups or grant to any special class any privileges or immunities which are not equally available to all, except that just recognition may be given for public or humanitarian service. Neither the State nor any of its subdivisions shall deny or abridge the equal protection of the laws on account of sex, race, color, creed, religion, national origin, age, disability, or any other status. The rights retained by individuals under this Constitution shall remain inviolate. Corporations, associations, and other legal entities may exercise only those rights granted to them by this Constitution and by law, and they shall not be deemed to have the natural, inherent rights of individual citizens.
Section 5 – Habeas Corpus. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, except when, in cases of rebellion or invasion of the State or the United States, the public safety requires it, and then only in the manner and to the extent prescribed by the United States Constitution. Any statute or proclamation purporting to suspend the writ contrary to this Section shall be void ab initio.
Section 6 – Freedom of Religion. No law shall establish any religion, nor shall any law prohibit the free exercise of religion. The rights of conscience, faith, and worship are hereby declared to be inherent and inviolable. The State shall take no action favoring one religion over another, nor shall the State compel attendance at or support of any religious institution or sect. Any public appropriation of State funds for the benefit of religious organizations is strictly forbidden.
Section 7 – Freedom of Speech and of the Press. Every person shall have the right to speak, write, publish, and otherwise express their opinions freely on any subject, without censorship or restraint. No law shall abridge this freedom of speech or of the press. The State shall protect public forums for the exchange of ideas. Except in cases of true threat, defamation, or narrowly defined imminent lawless action, any restriction on free expression shall be deemed void ab initio.
Section 8 – Freedom of Assembly and Petition. The people have the right to assemble peaceably and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. No law shall prohibit or unduly restrict peaceful assembly or public demonstrations. The State shall not impair this right under any pretext, and any interference with lawful assembly or petition is forbidden.
Section 9 – Due Process of Law. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law. All persons are entitled to a full, fair, and impartial hearing in any judicial, administrative, or legislative proceeding that threatens to impose any sanction or penalty on them. All laws and procedures shall be applied uniformly and equitably; arbitrary, capricious, or discriminatory departures from due process are prohibited.
Section 10 – Trial by Jury. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of the county or district in which the crime was committed. No person shall be held for a capital or other infamous crime except on the presentment or indictment of a grand jury. Grand juries shall consist of not fewer than twelve persons and may return an indictment by the affirmative votes of a majority of the grand jurors. In all cases other than those tried by a grand jury, the accused shall be entitled, upon demand, to trial by a jury of at least twelve qualified jurors. The verdict of the jury must be unanimous, except where the accused waives this requirement in writing.
Section 11 – Protection Against Double Jeopardy and Self-Incrimination. No person shall be twice put in jeopardy for the same offense. No person shall be compelled to testify against themselves or their spouse/partner in a criminal case. The privilege against self-incrimination includes the right not to be compelled to be a witness at any criminal case.
Section 12 – Rights of the Accused. In all criminal prosecutions, every accused person shall enjoy the right to a speedy public trial by an impartial jury; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against them; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in their favor; and to have the assistance of counsel for their defense. Bail shall not be excessive, and no person shall be detained without bail except in the case of capital crimes upon a showing of clear and convincing evidence, or when the safety of the community clearly requires detention.
Section 13 – Criminal Justice. No person shall be subject to excessive fines or bail, nor to cruel and unusual punishments. Punishments shall be proportionate to the offense and humane in nature. The Legislature shall provide for an orderly system of corrections and rehabilitation. The criminal justice system shall also protect the rights of victims, including restitution and compensation. All applicable codes, statutes, and rules of criminal procedure shall be followed rigorously to prevent wrongful convictions or miscarriages of justice.
Section 14 – Digital Records and Transparency. All official records, documents, and data of the State shall be made available to the public in a prompt, digital, machine-readable format or paper on request, subject only to lawful exceptions for privacy or security. The cost of access to these records shall not exceed reasonable duplication expenses. The State shall safeguard the integrity and security of its digital information systems. Any law or policy that restricts the public’s right to access governmental information beyond these exceptions is void.
Section 15 – Eminent Domain and Just Compensation. Private property shall not be taken, damaged, or appropriated for public use without the consent of the owner and without just compensation. Compensation shall include the full fair market value and any diminution of value caused by the taking, including for consequential harm. The Legislature shall provide the method for determining and paying compensation, and any statute that fails to do so shall be void. The people’s right to use and enjoy their property is hereby recognized, and any taking beyond the minimum necessary for the public purpose is prohibited.
Section 16 – Quartering of Soldiers. In time of peace, no soldier shall be quartered in any private home without the consent of the owner. In time of war, soldiers may only be quartered pursuant to the law, and then only in a manner specified by statute. Any attempt to house armed forces in private residences outside these bounds shall be unlawful.
Section 17 – Right of Privacy and Security. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, homes, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated. No warrant shall issue except upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and describing the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized. The privacy of communications, data, and personal information is hereby declared inviolable. The State shall not permit unauthorized surveillance, data breaches, or infringement of personal privacy without due process. Any law authorizing such invasions or any evidence obtained thereby shall be void ab initio.
Section 18 – Resident Preference. The State may grant preferential treatment to its own residents over non-residents in matters of public benefits, state employment, and educational opportunities, to the extent permitted by the Constitution of the United States. Such preferences must be clearly defined by law and may not conflict with federal requirements of equality. No non-resident shall be given rights or benefits reserved for residents unless specifically authorized by law.
Section 19 – Monopolies, Primogeniture, and Titles. Perpetuities, monopolies, and any form of hereditary titles or privileges are forbidden. The Legislature shall not enact any law granting perpetual property interests or unreasonably extending exclusive rights. Primogeniture and entail are forever abolished. Any law attempting to establish a monopoly or hereditary privilege shall be void ab initio.
Section 20 – Constitution Inviolable and Amendments. This Constitution, and in particular the rights declared in this Article, is the supreme law of the State of Alberta and shall be deemed self-executing. It shall be inviolable, and no law or government act shall be permitted to contravene its provisions. Amendments to this Article of Rights may be made only by a constitutional amendment approved by at least two-thirds of all members of each house of the Legislature and by the affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of the qualified electors voting on the question in a statewide referendum. No such amendment shall be proposed or acted upon except at a general election. Any repeal, dilution, or weakening of the fundamental rights guaranteed herein shall be effective only under the same supermajority requirement. All courts and public officials shall take notice of this provision and uphold the rights set forth in this Article, refusing to give legal force to any enactment inconsistent herewith.
Section 21 – Non-Exclusivity of Rights. The enumeration of specific rights in this Article shall not be construed to deny or disparage other rights retained by the people, nor to limit the right of the people to alter or abolish their government, or to maintain additional civil and political liberties. All rights not herein surrendered are reserved to the People and shall remain inviolate.

